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RECD. OCTEileen Allen

Energy Commission Project Manager
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, California 95814-5512

RE; OTAY MESA GENERATING PLANT - APPLICATION FOR

CERTIFICATION (99-AFC-5)

Dear Ms. Allen:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Otay Mesa Generating Plant Application for
Certification (99-AFC-5) and Supplemental Material for data adequacy. The County of
San Diego Departments of Planning and Land Use, Public Works, and Environmental
Health have reviewed this project as if it were a County Major Use Permit subject to the
Multiple Species Conservation Plan (MSCP) and offer the following comments on "data
adequacy" of this document.

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND LAND USE

Cultural

1. The first paragraph of Section 5.7.2 refers to Appendix G as if it specifies what
constitutes a significant effect. Appendix G currently is an environmental
checklist form. The document should refer to Section 15064.5 of the

Environmenal Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which defines what a
significant effect to a historical resource would be.

2. The above referenced paragraph also states that a non-unique archaeological or
paleontological resource need be given no further consideration. A non-unique
archaeological resource can still be a significant historical resource.
Paleontological resources should be addressed within the section of the
application on paleontological resources.
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3  On Pages 5 7-56a-b, it appears that mitigation measures CULT-2 through
CULT-6 have been repeated unnecessarily

4  On Pages 5 7-56a-b, there is a reference to "CEQA Section 106" This appears
to be a confusion of CEQA and Section 106 processes that may require a minor
editorial change to clarify

5  In mitigation measure CULT-5, consider making the presence of a Native
American monitor a requirement, not simply a recommendation

6  The discussion of cumulative impacts on Page 5 7-55 needs to be strengthened
For example, there is a statement indicating that because project specific
impacts will be less than significant, that cumulative impacts will also be less than
significant The evaluation of cumulative impacts must include the proposed
project as well as other projects within the general vicinity

7  On Page 5 7-62, the phrase "Local LORS" is not defined A brief definition of this
acronym would be useful here

8  On Page 5 7-62, there is a list of Federal, State, and Local laws and policies that
"have the potential to apply" A determination of data adequacy cannot be
determined until this issue is clarified For example does this project need to
comply with CEQA or National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPAP

9  This application defers the determination of significance evaluation and
mitigation It might seem reasonable to assume that all sites that might be
impacted and have not been tested are significant, but this is deferral Sites that
will be impacted need to be tested and their significance evaluated If this were
an application for a Major Use Permit from the County, we could not defer testing
and significance evaluation to some future date Much more attention needs to
be paid to this issue The application says that significance evaluation and data
recovery excavations will be undertaken in consultation with the California
Energy Commission (CEC) prior to construction (e g page 5 7-57 last
paragraph) This would appear to deny the public and other interested agencies
the opportunity to comment on the adequacy of significance evaluation and
mitigation until the project has been approved and such comments would be
meaningless There may be no acceptable substitute to actually testing the sites
that will be impacted and proposing data recovery programs that can become
conditions of approval for those significant sites that will be impacted

Questions regarding the staff comments on the cultural section should be directed to
Dr Glenn Russell at (858) 694-2981


